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AT THE PRESIDIO
A  S E A S O N A L  G U I D E  T O  T H E  P A R K

WINTER 2008
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c reports
from the
fieldh:wNature t

2008 is a BIG YEAR in the Parks!
Join a Race to See and Save the Park’s Endangered Species

The Golden Gate National Parks is home to nearly three dozen
endangered species, more than any other national park in continental
North America - more than Yosemite, Yellowstone, Kings Canyon, and
Sequoia National Parks combined.

To spread the word about the incredible diversity in our backyard and
the importance of caring for our rarest plants and animals, Bay Area
non-profits have created the BIG YEAR 2008 Endangered Species
campaign. Big Year is a race against time to see each of the 33
endangered and threatened species found in the parks, while taking
33 conservation actions that will help prevent these species from
going extinct. Anyone can participate in this competitive event. The
person who sees and helps the most species between January 1,
2008 and December 31, 2008, will win the Big Year.

Explorers can report their sightings on the Big Year website and blog
about exciting discoveries. Big Year also includes guided trips and
walks, presentations, volunteer days, and even happy hours.

Big Year is sponsored by the Sierra Club, the SF Zoo, Nature in the
City, and the Center for Biological Diversity.

Download your checklist, wildlife viewing principles,
calendar, and more: www.ggnrabigyear.org.
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Photos from top left: Presidio (Raven’s) Manzanita Arctostaphylos hookeri ssp.
Ravenii; Birdwatchers, Western Snowy Plover Charadrius alexandrius nivosus
(Crissy Field beaches in summer, fall and winter); Presidio Clarkia Clarkia
franciscana (blooms April-July in Inspiration Point’s grasslands); San
Francisco Lessingia Lessingia germanorum (blooms July-November in Lobos
Creek Valley)

In many of Hardman’s sculptures, complex painted plywood constructions
are placed near mirrors so that the viewer perceives a totality which
does not, in fact, physically exist.
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HOLIDAYS AT THE
PRESIDIO

Holiday Lights: Tree Lighting
Ceremony
Friday, December 7
5:30 pm
Meet at Corner of Lincoln Boulevard/Funston
Avenue
Join the Presidio community for a magical
tree-lighting ceremony. Light refreshments will
follow at the Presidio Fire Station.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

Season’s Greenings
Saturday, December 8
10 am - 2 pm
Crissy Field Center, 603 Mason Street
Looking for holiday gift ideas? Make gifts such
as snow globes, digital greeting cards, or
container gardens from reusable and recycled
materials. Enjoy organic hot cider and
popcorn. Toddler Zone for kids 2-5 years. Fee:
$1-$5 each
www.crissyfield.org
415/ 561 7765

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, December 15
9 am - 10:30 am
Presidio Golf Course Café,
inside the Arguello Gate
Enjoy a family style breakfast of pancakes,
scrambled eggs, country potatoes, bacon,
juice, and coffee. Santa and his elves will be
on hand to take pictures. The cost is $20 per
adult, $8 for kids under 12, and free for kids
under 3. For reservations call the Café.
www.presidiogolf.com
415/ 561 4661 x209

A Child’s Christmas in Wales &
Holiday Animation Film Festival
December 22, 26, 27, 28, 29
Exploratorium
On December 22, see A Child’s Christmas in
Wales and The Sweater at a 2 pm showing.
December 26-29 enjoy a selection of short
documentaries and animated films capturing
playful situations, with screenings at noon and
2 pm. Free with admission.
www.exploratorium.edu
415/ 561 0363

Artists and Writers Holiday
Exhibition
Through January 5
Monday to Friday
10 am - 5 pm
Arion Press Galley, 1802 Hays Street
Kiki Smith and Emily Dickinson: Featuring
prints and an artist book with 200 Smith
images for poems of Emily Dickinson. Jess and
Michael McClure: Original drawings and
facsimile edition of 1957 Jess artist book, The
Boobus and the Bunnyduck, a children’s story
by Michael McClure. Free.
www.arionpress.com
415/ 668 2548

Christmas Eve Service at the Main
Post Chapel
Monday, December 24
8 pm
130 Fisher Loop, Main Post
Sponsored by the White Robed Monks of St.
Benedict. The public is cordially invited!
www.interfaith-presidio.org

{ F E A T U R E            }CALENDAR FEATURE { F E A T U R    E               }N A T U R E  I N  T H E  C I T Y

In the BIG YEAR Spotlight
Brown Pelican:
An Endangered Species Act Success Story

A squadron of Brown Pelicans flying high over the bay in V-formation or diving for fish offshore

is a thrilling sight. While its short legs, webbed feet, and incredibly long beak (at 18 inches

its the longest beak of any bird) make it look ungainly on land, the Brown Pelican’s

seven-foot wingspan allows it to navigate the waters off the west coast of North

America, from the Gulf of Mexico to British Columbia, with grace, agility, and

speed. Birds returning to their feeding grounds in the north from their rookeries

to the south like to roost in the Presidio.

One of two species of pelican found in North America (the other being the

American White), the Brown Pelican appears to be the next big success story for

the Endangered Species Act. Brown Pelicans on the Atlantic coast have already

been removed from the endangered species list. 

THE TRANSFORMING ART
OF CHRIS HARDMAN: 
A New Exhibition Presented by Antenna Theater      

creates original work in many

disciplines. Artistic Director Chris

Hardman founded Antenna in 1980

to experiment with sound, sculpture,

and live performance. Antenna's

work has been presented at the

Smithsonian Institution, the Brooklyn

Academy of Music, the

Massachusetts Institute of

Technology, the Spoleto Festival, the

Cervantino Festival in Mexico, and

the Roundhouse in London.

In addition, Antenna Theater has

brought their unique combination of

sound, image, and movement to

adventurous audiences in surprising

settings--recycling centers, high

schools, Army barracks, the desert

playa at Burning Man, and the

Pacific Ocean's edge. The most

recent productions were supported

in part by the National Endowment

for the Arts, Theatre

Communications Group Future

Audiences program, and Antenna

Audio. For more, visit

www.antenna-theater.org.

Where does reality end and illusion

begin? How much is in the art and

how much is in our brain, in our

perception? Come explore these

questions in a new exhibition by

Antenna Theater coming to the

Presidio in 2008. It is interactive art

at its most dramatic, intriguing, and

stimulating.

In Tranforming Art, artist Chris

Hardman’s multi-gallery installation

reveals how our minds transform the

visual and aural information we

receive to create our view of the

world. The exhibit fuses light,

movement through space, 3-D art,

mirrors, sculpture, slotted furniture,

and textured sound in an immersive

environment that reminds us that we

are all active participants in the

world we experience. This exhibition

is site-specific and has been

custom-designed for the Presidio

galleries.                                                   

“I want to change the way we

experience the world, so I’ve

created art pieces that reveal how

our minds are involved in the

process of perception,” said

Hardman. “The exhibit will present

art forms that reveal the visual clues

we commonly use to view the world.

With this information, we can rethink

our relationship to our surroundings

and experiences.” 

Antenna Theater of Sausalito is a

non-profit arts organization which 

NEW EXHIBIT!

January 23 –
May 4, 2008
Wednesdays to
Sundays,
11 am to 5 pm
FREE
Presidio Officers’ Club,
50 Moraga Avenue

On the web:
www.presidio.gov
/calendar

Events Line:
(415) 561-5500

Forty years ago, these birds flew

perilously close to extinction. Their

numbers had been declining due to

predation, over-fishing, the loss of

habitat, and it was later learned,

pesticides in agricultural runoff. By

1969, barely 1,100 nesting pairs

were reported on Anacapa Island,

an important rookery off the coast

of Southern California. Typically,

those birds would have produced

approximately 360 fledglings, but

that year, there were a mere

handful. The following year, the

situation was even worse: half as

many nesting pairs, and just one

fledgling.                                

This catastrophe was traced to an

unexpected source—a Southern

California firm was discharging the

pesticide DDT directly into the sea.

There, DDT levels had built up in

the tissue of fish which were then

poisoning the pelicans, which feed

on the sardines, anchovies, and

mackerel they scoop up in their

enormous pouches when they

plunge-dive. The poison impaired

the birds’ ability to form calcium,

so their eggshells became too

brittle to support their weight.

Once the poisoning stopped, the

pelicans began to recover. There

were approximately 4,000 nesting

pairs on Anacapa Island in 1997.                    

Today, Brown Pelicans are

ubiquitous along our coastline,

and can be seen regularly from

the shorelines at Baker Beach

and Crissy Field.  

~excerpted from
www.ggnrabigyear.org

Related Programs:

An Evening with Artist
Chris Hardman
Wednesday, January 30,
7 pm

The Eye and the Brain:
The Latest Science
Wednesday, March 26,
7 pm
Dr. Julie Schnapf
UCSF, Department of
Ophthalmology




